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EDITORIAL

This year 2012 has only just started 
and it has brought to us a new 

member who is also a major actor of the 
“Echarpe Blanche” blog. Let us welcome 
Olivier Beyer and read the article about 
him on page 2 of this issue.

The fixed costs budget of the Spirit of 
Lewis should be closed at the end 

of a year for the following one, but a 
great number of 2011 Sponsors haven’t 
yet renewed their support to this historic 
airplane. I thank them for doing so, and 
I invite all other members to become 
Sponsors as well. To all of them, a big 
thank you !

Very clever would be the one who 
could tell us what year 2012 will be 

made of… Let us put aside at once the 
silliest predictions which are currently 
conveyed by the media and let’s 
concentrate on facts which I can assert 
you are very real and will occur, come 
what may, in the world :
• There will  be  lots  of work  to do  in  the 
hangar in Le Plessis-Belleville.
• The structure of the mezzanine will be 
installed soon.
•  It  will  be  up  to  us  to  fit  the  floor,  the 
walls, the staircase, the windows, and 
the furniture of those three rooms.
• The annual checks of  the J-3 and  the 
NC856 will be accomplished before 
May.
• The  maintenance  of  the  hangar  and 
the ground equipment will be huge and 
will keep all volunteers very busy.
• The  French  Wing  will  have  its  Fly-in 
in May  or  June,  and  it  will  take  part  in 
various aviation events.
• The CAF will rise again from its ashes 
thanks to the determination of its faithful 
members disappointed by its current 
leaders and will become a better and 
stronger  organization  than  it  has  ever 
been.

A very happy new year 2012 to you 
all !

Bernard
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The curTain came down on year 2011 
and we are aT The dawn of a new 
year full of hope and greaT saTis-
facTions which iT is only up To us To 
maTerialize.
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firsT good news of The year : The 
arrival among us of a new member, 
olivier beyer (page 2)

spiriT of lewis : The number of 
piper cub sponsors has greaTly 
increased since lasT monTh buT 
iT is sTill insufficienT, ThaT’s why 
we reiTeraTe our call To The 2011 
sponsors so ThaT They renew Their 
sponsorship, and To The oTher mem-
bers so ThaT They, Too, become 
sponsors of This airplane.
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news from midland

Very little news from Midland if not 
the fact that the current Director 
did not even condescend to wish the 
membership a merry christmas and 
a happy new year on his blog.  It just 
shows his lack of interest for us all 
and his “good manners” !

He probably feels the storm 
approaching since it appears that 
the number of resignations is grow-
ing steadily as time goes by. From 
that point of view, 2012 is very 
promising !…

increase of The annual 
dues for The supporTing 

members

The annual dues for the level of 
CAF Supporting Member has gone 
up to $ 75.00 per year with no 
advantage in return !…

On the other hand, anyone who 
buys a ride on a CAF airplane 
will automatically receive a 
Supporting Membership. A good 
way to artificially increase the 
number of CAF members ! (Ed : 
We all know that these people will 
not renew their membership the fol-
lowing years !).

A new level of colonel has been cre-
ated : “Preservation Colonel”, for 
an annual fee of $ 300.00 and a few 
reductions in exchange.

Finally, the foreign members annual 
dues remain at $ 260.00 if they 
want to receive a paper copy of the 
Dispatch magazine, when it’s free 
and part of the annual dues for the 
members who reside in the USA !… 
(Ed : They dare call those $ 60.00 a 
“donation” !…This is certainly NOT 
the way to recruit new members or 
retain the senior ones !).

new member for The 
french wing

olivier beyer

The frequent visitors of “L’Écharpe 
Blanche” know Olivier very well since 
he is a prolific actor of this blog, 
thanks to his well documented articles 
and his excellent photos.

Olivier was born on August 19, 1975 
and he spent his childhood in La 
Ferté-Alais, in line with the runway of 
the famous collector’s airfield.

As a young boy he kept looking 
up at the airplanes and saw the air 
shows from his garden. Then, in 
1991, he went up to the airfield 
to have a closer look at all these 

planes during the air show “Le Temps 
des Hélices”. It as a shock to him 
and the start of an immense passion. 
 
Since then, armed with a camera, he 
travels through France to see these 
legendary airplanes (Falaise, Cerny, La 
Roche sur Yon, Le Bourget), but also 
abroad (Duxford, Lausanne, etc…). 
Today, he is a civil servant, and he 
remains animated of this great pas-
sion, with great dreams (Sun’ N Fun 
for example).

As one was able to see it on the 
blog L’Écharpe Blanche, Olivier loves 
photography and historical research. 
To show his talent to our readers 
who are not used to the articles he 
has published on this blog, you will 
find one of them on pages 10 and 
11. A portrait of the Hawk 75 from 
Duxford, written and illustrated by 
Olivier. His favorite warbird is the 
P-47 Thunderbolt.

Welcome to the French Wing Olivier !

Olivier Beyer
Bat. “A”

125 Avenue Charles de Gaulle
69160 Tassin La Demi Lune

France
Téléphone : 06 28 72 61 61

email : curtissmustang@live.fr
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appel auX sponsors !

we ask all piper cub 
sponsors to renew their 
participation before the end 
of december 2011.

The 2011 budget of this airplane 
has been exemplary, therefore, if 
we want to reiterate this exploit in 
2012, we would like all sponsors 
whose name appear  on the last page 
of this issue, and all other members 
who would like to join them, to 
send us their participation as soon 
as possible.

Let’s remind everyone that the 
system of this Sponsoring is based 
on premiums of three different 
levels paid at the end of each year. 
As a reward for this financial effort, 
each Sponsor can fly at a reduced 
price according to the following 
scheme :

Flying Sponsor

Annual Premium 250€ and price per 
flight hour 25€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 50€).

(Note : Approved pilots are all Flying Sponsors)

Restoration Sponsor

Annual Premium 125€ and price per 
flight hour 45€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 57,50€).

Supporting Sponsor

Annual Premium 50€ and price per 
flight hour 55€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 60€).

Non-Sponsors

Non-Sponsors  do not pay any annual 
premium but the cost for one flight 
hour is 80 euros.

Although the list above is a lot longer 
than last month, we do need a lot 
more Sponsors to reach the amount 
of money required by the fixed costs : 
5700 euros. 

At the time of this publication, we need 
precisely another 1900 euros which we 
will reach if all 2011 Sponsors renew 
their participation in 2012, helped 
by a few new comers in this group of 
Sponsors. Thanks to you all !

whaT will be The
french wing’s greaT 

proJecT for The years 
To come ?

As everyone knows, the big project for 
this year is the organization of the han-
gar and the land which surrounds it. 
The numerous tasks which will allow 
us to have the most beautiful hangar 
in Le Plessis-Belleville will require a full 
year’s work.

What this is about is a great project 
for the years to come like the purchase 
of the Piper Cub was. The Rearwin 
Sportster restoration  will depend 
essentially on the availability of our 
mechanics and apprentice mechanics. 
With the workshop that will be set 
up in the hangar, there won’t be any 
excuse not to start working on it. But 
other projects will easily live side by 
side with this one.

It’s the reason why we call all our 
members and ask for their sugges-
tions as soon as possible.

Thanks in advance to you all !

NEWS
sponsors 2012

Flying Sponsors

Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Eric Bellebon
Rémi Bellet

Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor

Bunty Bateman
Cédric Chanu
Michel Fleury

Louis-Jean Gioux

Supporting Sponsor

Anonyme 1
Anonyme 2

Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot

Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair

Colette McAlester
Jean-Claude Miniggio

Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka

Ron Wright

2012 french wing
evenTs

• The Carrefour de l’Air which 
allows Associations to present 
their work to the public and 
to establish new links between 
themselves, will take place in Le 
Bourget on March 31 and April 
01. The French Wing will have 
its booth there and we invite all 
members to come and see it like 
they did earlier this year.

• Other events are still to be 
determined. We hope to be part of 
the La Ferté-Alais air show, then, 
during June, our annual Fly-in 
will also allow us to celebrate 
Michel Baloche’s Cessna 195 
fiftieth anniversary.
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ROY GRINNELL
Here is the very latest production from Roy. It represents the 
last victory of Tex Hill during WII.

Southwest of Hankow, China, on May 6, 1944, Col. David 
Lee “Tex” Hill led a group of fighters from the 23rd F.G. over 
Tungting Lake. Flying the second P-51B with the name of 
“Bullfrog,” Tex was fighting in a dense mist. This eerie fog 
made it difficult to recognize the Japanese Nakajima Ki-43 
“Oscar.” Finally, a chance came from the six o’clock position. 
Bullets blasted into the enemy aircraft. Fire broke out in the 
Oscar’s engine, and the right wing tore apart. The fateful 
enemy spun down, out of control, into Lake Tungting. This 
was Tex Hill’s final victory, making this a most memorable 
day. The “Bullfrog” was Mazie Hill’s nickname, but, that’s 
another story! David Lee “Tex” Hill finished the war with 
15.25 victories.

“Bullfrog” was the nickname of Mazie Hill, but this is another 
story… Tex Hill ended the war with 15,25 victories.

Prints of this painting are available if you order them through 
Irene Grinnell who ill give you the necessary information :

BuyWrBonds@aol.com



The end of 2011 saw an intense 
activity in the hangar at Le Plessis-
Belleville, recently acquired by a 
group of 5 French Wing members 
since we had to help mister Pierre 
Cavassilas, former owner, to move 
out, and, simultaneously, move in 
our equipment and airplanes.

Thanks to the efficient help of 
numerous members, the greatest 
part of this operation was 
completed without any problem 
in 4 days. Therefore, we warmly 
thank :

Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Noël Barange

Bertrand Brown
Jean-Yves Cercy
Cédric Chanu
Gaël Darquet

Bernard Delfino
Fumiko Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Philippe Gritte
Philippe Nonat

Guy Perrin

Several more working days 
followed this operation to build 
a set of shelves, clean, sort out, 
trash, find a temporary place for 
every piece of equipment and 
locker so that we now have a good 
idea of the final disposition once 
the fitting of the structure of the 
mezzanine by the builders of the 
hangar (Établissements Baudoux) 
is over.

The building of the mezzanine 
structure is planned for March or 
April, but an earlier date would be 
suitable so that everything is ready 
for the annual checks of the Piper 
Cub and the NC 856, which have 

to be completed before May and 
will need to start early in March.

Once this structure is fitted, we 
will fit it with a wooden floor, walls 
and windows, a staircase, and we 
will need to paint it completely.

The French Wing participation 
will be to provide the furniture for 
these rooms, which will allow us 

to enjoy an extraordinary comfort, 
and to allocate the entire hangar 
floor surface to the maintenance 
of aircraft.

The preparation of the hangar for 
the Baudoux fitters will consist of 
fitting every piece of equipment 
on wheels, so that everything can 
easily be moved around in order to 
empty the hangar in a very short 
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AT THE HANGAR DOORS
Article & photos : B. Delfino

Claude Gascon and Jean-Yves Cercy helping with the loading of the truck rented by Pierre Cavassilas

Pierre Cavassilas did it the big way with a truck and a van
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time with minimum effort. These 
fitters do need a totally free and safe 
access to the hangar to complete 
their tasks. Safe for themselves and 
for the airplanes.

Building this mezzanine structure 
should not take more than a week, 
if the beams are pre-cut and ready 
to fit, and as soon as the job is 
over, it will be our members’ 
turn to purchase, adjust, and fit 
the bare material which will be 
used to build these offices (Wood 
panels, doors, windows, etc), and 
paint them completely so that we 
can buy the necessary furniture 
as soon as possible, and move in 
everything that is not necessary on 
ground level.

essenTial parTicipaTion 
of our members

A strong participation of our 
members will be necessary to 
accomplish all these tasks relative 
to the building of the offices, 
their decoration, their furniture, 
in due time.

If you live far away from Le 
Plessis-Belleville and wish to 
give your help to these jobs 
which require no particular 
knowledge, just some goodwill, 
it will only cost you the price 
of your transportation because 
Roger is ready to welcome you 
free of charge during your stay. 
All you need to do is ask him 
kindly… ☺

If you know how to hold a brush, 
a screwdriver, a broom, and other 
common tools, do not hesitate to 
give this project your help ! 

The environment is very pleasant, 
and friendship does prevail.

We will tell you the exact date as 
soon as we know it, but it will 
probably be March or April.

One of the two Nord 1101/Me 208 belonging to Pierre Cavassilas left for Compiègne the 
same day as the moving. The second one (Below) is staying in Le Plessis-Belleville until next 
Spring since it’s not fully restored yet.

The loading of the two vehicles is almost done and our members have started moving in our 
equipment. Fortunately, Philippe Nonat’s hangar is only a short distance away !
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TasKs To be 
accomplished

Here is a list of the main tasks that 
we will need to accomplish as soon 
as possible, and those which are less 
urgent.

shorT Term

• Get  rid  of    any  equipment  which 
was used during the moving, which 
has become unnecessary.
• Put all heavy equipment on wheels 
or wheel boards.
• Manufacture  a  fair  size  workshop 
bench.
• Make a general use tool board to be 
fitted above the bench.
• Improve  the  lighting  system  in  the 
toilets.
• Paint  the  electrical  power  and 
compressor hut attached to the 
hangar.
• Reposition  the  fire  extinguishers 
to make them readily visible and 
accessible.
• Fit  the  mezzanine  floor,  walls,  etc 
as soon as the structure has been  
fitted.
• Fit  the  spiral  staircase  for access  to 
the mezzanine.
• Painting  of  the  mezzanine,  fit 
the floor boards, and decorate the 
rooms.
• Finish  the  three  rooms  of  the 
mezzanine : Club-House, office, 
stores.
• Move  any  other  item  into  the 
mezzanine.
• Fit  an  “Operation  board”  to  show 
the status of the airplanes and the 
deferred tasks to be performed on 
each one of them (Snags, annual 
checks, calendar based tasks, etc).
• Fit  lights  into  every  room  (With 
an emergency lighting using battery 
operated LED lights in case of an 
electrical power unit failure).
• Modification of  the hangar general 
lighting system (Reroute and fit lights 
above the bench).
• Fit  a  French  Wing  logo  to  the 
outside walls of the hangar.

Above, a small part of those who helped with the moving. From left to right : Guy Perrin, Philippe 
Nonat, Fumiko & Bernard Delfino, and Roger Gouzon.
Below, two views of the hangar after transferring all the equipment and the three airplanes : NC 
856, Piper Cub, and Jurca Sirocco. Since Pierre’s Nord 1101 is still there, space is a bit limited, 
but it will be a lot better when this plane has gone.



medium Term

• Painting  and  identification  of  all 
French Wing’s pieces of equipment.
• Cleaning  and  sealing  of    the 
translucent panels on the hangar 
roof.
• Repair the tarmac lights.
• Repair  the  access  road  where 
necessary.
•  Repair  the  roof  of  the  electrical 
power unit hut.
• Fit a hood on the back of the hangar 
to shelter the Ford Transit.
• Build a small detached hut to stow 
all flammable liquids.

long Term

• Make a  car park  area  for  about 20 
cars.
• Arrange  the  vegetation  around 
the car park and the hangar (Trees, 
bushes, flowers).

This list in non exhaustive as one 
can guess since there is always 
something to do in a building that 
big, with such precious contents. 
But if we can accomplish all these 
tasks in 2012, we will feel very 
proud indeed ! This is why we 
need the participation of as many 
members as possible.

Also, if you have some equipment or 
some furniture in a very good state 
that you wish to donate and could 
be useful to the hangar, please do let 
us know because we might well need 
it.

More than ever before, a perfect team 
spirit will be necessary to  make this 
hangar a place where we can meet 
and work together, like we have never 
had before : Our home !

This hangar is there for all of you, 
members of the French Wing. Take 
part in its organization through some 
tasks, even modest ones. Thanks to 
all of you !
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Hanging up the spare wings of the NC 856 wasn’t easy, but thanks to Bertrand, Gilles, Roger, 
Michel, and Bernard, it as done quickly, despite the bitter cold weather on the airfield.

One day with nice weather allowed us to get he planes out and do a short formation flight with 
the MS733, J-3, and DR120. A very pleasant animation indeed ! This hangar now shelters 
the NC856, Piper Cub, Jurca Sirocco, MS733, Cessna 195, and theTaurus. Philippe’s hangar 
shelters his Christen Eagle, Rémi’s DR120, and Éric’s Stearman.



philippe nonaT’s
chrisTen eagle

Philippe treated himself with a very 
nice Chritmas present with this 
Christen Eagle built for aerobatics, 
which seems to be quite new in spite 
of an already respectable age.

Designed by an American engineer, 
Franck Christensen who had worked 
on the design of the Pitts, the Eagle 
flew for the first time in 1977, and, 
from many aspects, it showed that it 
was superior to the Pitts : More stable, 

more comfortable, and with better 
aerodynamics thanks, among other 
things, a better streamlined engine 
cowling which gives the plane a higher 
air speed in cruise by 10 knots.

Although it is similar to the Pitts with 
the same general aspect and wood and 
fabric structure, the Eagle is different 
on numerous points : Its wings, its 
flying controls, its landing gear, and 
its tail.

A very comfortable twin seater, the 
plane has a wing span of 20 feet, a 
length of 18 feet, a height of 6,5 feet,  

and a weight of  1100 lbs. Its range is 
350 miles, its maximum speed is 185 
mph, and its climb rate is 40 feet per 
second. 

It is fitted with a 200 HP Lycoming 
AEIO-360-A1D engine. 

From all points of view, a very nice 
airplane that Philippe never gets 
tired of discovering its qualities 
ever since it arrived in Le Plessis-
Belleville. Everyone will have noticed 
the beautiful paint scheme and 
the registration “G-NEST” which 
perfectly fits this Royal Eagle !
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OUR MEMBERS’ AIRPLANES
Article & photos : B. Delfino



Of all French warbirds of WWII, 
only two airplanes remain in flying 
condition. One is based in Dux-
ford, the Hawk 75, and the other 
one in Switzerland, the Morane 
Saulnier 406. When the travel to 
France for an air show or another 
display, they trigger quite an emo-
tion… thanks to their owners. So, 
today, to thank them for saving 
from destruction this French avia-
tion heritage, we dedicate this ar-
ticle to the Hawk 75.

curTiss hawK 75 c-1

A famous firm for their accomplish-
ments in the field of seaplanes and 
biplane fighters or trainers for the 
American forces, Curtiss started, in 
1934, the study of an all metal mod-
ern monoplane fighter.

Named the Curtiss Model 75, the 
aircraft was a streamlined mono-
plane with an enclosed cockpit and 
retractable under carriage. The 
prototype flew for the first time in 
May 1935 and finished second in a 
competition arranged to determine 
the requirements for a new type 
of fighter for the U.S. Army Air 
Corps. American officials became 

conscious that the biplane fight-
ers were about to become obsolete. 
The Curtiss fighter was, therefore,  
ordered in July 1936 under the 
designation P-36.

A batch of preproduction airplanes 
designated Y1P-36 was followed 
by the first production type, the 
P-36A.

Deliveries to the U.S.A.A.C start-
ed in the Spring of 1938 with 180 
planes, and more than 30 improved 
and better armed P-36C.

At the time they were the most 
modern aircraft of the American 
air forces. But when, in December 
1941, USA got into war, although 
they were obsolete, the P-36 flew 
the first combat missions against the 
Japanese in the Pacific.

The Model 75 interested a num-
ber of foreign countries, potential 
buyers, like France, Norway, or the 
Netherlands. The main customer 
was France who received four differ-
ent versions of the Hawk 75, one of 
which was powered by the  Wright 
Cyclone.

It was the most modern combat air-
plane that the French Air Force was 
able to use in large quantities when 
Germany attacked France in May 
1940. Well piloted and well tactical-
ly engaged, the Hawk 75 appeared 
to be efficient against their German 
adversary.

After the Armistice, a number of 
these planes were kept by the Vichy 
government, while the British inher-
ited the planes whose pilots fled to 
England or those which were being 
delivered named Mohawk.
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CURTISS HAWK 75C1
Article & photos : Olivier Beyer
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curTiss hawK 75 c-1 n°82 
(g-ccvh) & sTephen grey

Stephen Grey is one of the greatest 
collector of warbirds in the world. 
His magnificent collection is based 
in Duxford (United Kingdom).

While he was restoring this Curtiss 
Hawk 75, he decided that since it 
had been built for France, it would 
neither be restored as an American 
P-36, nor a British Mohawk, but 
would remain as a Hawk 75, in the 
colors of the only fighting Unit that 
operated the type : Fighter Group 
II/5, which perpetuated the tradi-
tions of Escadrille Lafayette and 
SPA 167.

After a meticulous enquiry started 
from a number stamped of what was 
left of a wing spar, Stephen Grey 
arrived at the conclusion that the 
Hawk 75 that he was restoring was 
the Hawk 75 A1 n°82.

The few documents that were found 
about it show that this plane was al-
located to the Fighter Group II/5 in 
Reims and was based in Toul dur-
ing the Battle of France (Two official 
victories on its account).

One also know that it was damaged 
on landing, and that it was being 

repaired in Bourges in February 
1940. Then it is difficult to follow 
its history. One probable guess is 
that it flew to Algeria shortly before 
the Armistice, where it carried on 
flying. From there it is supposed 
that it came back to France at the 
end of the war because one can find 
traces of n°82, in 1946, with the 
4th Squadron in Cazaux where it 
was used for training until 1949.

It ended its military career as a tar-
get in a firing training practice field 
in Capiteux.

When collector Michel Pons ac-
quired it in the eighties, there 

wasn’t much left of what had be-
come a wreck with no engine and 
clipped wings. In July 1983, Mi-
chel Berthelot bought this wreck 
with no special idea about what he 
could do with it, except that it had 
to be preserved. Finally, he sold it 
to Raymond Capel in the begin-
ning of the following year, who, in 
turn, sold it to Stephen Grey a few 
months later.

Busy with other projects, the Brit-
ish collector only decided to get it 
restored in the early part of years 
2000.

Wishing to see this plane fly as soon 
as possible, he ordered from a spe-
cialized workshop in New Zealand 
a brand new wing, to which was fit-
ted an undercarriage found in the 
USA.

The reconstruction of the fuselage 
was given to a workshop in Califor-
nia, while an engine and a propeller 
were bought overhauled from other 
specialists.

All these elements were assembled 
in Chino (California). The new 
end of restoration of this unique 
airplane was only revealed a few 
months after the first flight which 
took place on October 14, 2004.
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NEW PX ITEM

CD Rom of 110 photos taken dur-
ing  the  2011  La  Ferté-Alais  air  show.
1600 pixels jpeg images that make a nice screen 
saver/wall paper, or which can be printed for person-
al use only (10 € P&P incl, or 8 € for our members)

WING PROJECTS
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Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS

Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
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